salvation. This was happening in England at a time of dramatic economic and social change, producing almost universal literacy, a cheap press, investigative journalism, and maximum publicity for the Church's critics and competitors. After the publication in 1854 of the results of the 1851 Census of Accommodation and Religious Attendance in Churches and Chapels everyone knew that the Church of England was numerically threatened as the national established Church, in terms of church attendance, by the combined forces of nonconformity. Bishops of London were inevitably in the forefront of these matters.
The Diocese of London and Its Bishops
London was the largest English diocese, in terms of population. Until 1837 it comprised the counties of Middlesex, Essex, and Hertfordshire, as well as the cities of London and Westminster. Essex and Hertfordshire were transferred to the Diocese of Rochester in 1845 and London acquired parishes on the southside of the Thames from the Dioceses of Rochester and Winchester.4 Mandell Creighton, bishop from 1897 until 1901, pointed out that "London raised questions which were unknown elsewhere."5 Issues which troubled the Church nationally frequently emerged first in London, and were also often more acute there. Where the Bishop of London led, others might follow. London diocese was a training ground for bishops. John Jackson noted in his 1884 charge that the Dioceses of Chester, Sydney, Truro, and Ripon had recently received London clergy as their bishops.6
London, as the imperial capital of the greatest empire yet known, the largest city in the world, with the most advanced economy and manufacturing industry then known, pioneered modern urbanisation, financial structures, shopping and leisure, suburban life, and numerous new opportunities for sin and ungodliness. Bishops of London had to devise appropriate responses, on behalf of the Church, to this world of dramatic change, aware of their great responsibility, under God, for the care of his people. They were aware that they were under divine judgement, in seeking to win London for Christ, against what
